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Al? 12969 ri ----- US-Clinton-Text, 2 Takes.02 12 08-17 IO:18p 

By The Associated Press 
Text of President Bill Chton”s address to the nation, as transcribed by the Federal Document 

Cfearing mwse: 
Good evening. 
This afternoon in this room, from this chair, I test&d before the Office of ~de~endc~t 

Caunsei and the grand jury. 
1 answered their questions t~t~~~y, ~~o~~di~~ questions about my private iife, questions no 

American citizen would ever want to answer. 
Still. I must take complete r~~~on~~bi~~ty far alI my actions, both public and private. And that is 

why I am spe&in~ to you tonight- 
As you know, in a deposition in January, I was asked questions about my relatianship with 

Monica Lewinslcy. While my answers were &gaily accurate, I did not volunteer ~~fo~a~j~n~ 
Indeed, r did have a re~at~o~s~~ with Ms. L&n&y that was nat appropriate. In fact, it was 

wrang. It co~a~j~u~ed a critica! lapse in judgment and a personal failure on my part for which X am 
solely and ~~~Iet~ly responsible. 

But I told the grand jury today and I say ta you naw thar at no time did I ask anyone to lie, to 
hide tx destroy evidence or to take any other u~~~~ action. 

X know that my public Wnments and my sifence about this matter gave a false impression. I 
misled people, including even my wife. T deeply regret that. 

I can only tdl you I was ~~~iva~~d by many factors, First, by a desire to proten ~~s~~~fr~~ 
the ~rn~~~~~~rn~n~ of my own conduct. I was also vety concerned about protecting my family. 

._. The fact that these quesCians were being asked in a politically inspired lawsuit, which has since 
been dismissed, w8.s a consideration, too. 

In addition, f had real and serious concerns about an independent counsel investigation that 
began with private business dealings 20 years ago, dealings, I might add, about which an 
independent federal agenoy found no evidence of any wr~~gd~j~g by me or my wife over two 
years ago. 

The i~de~e~denr counsel ~vest~gat~o~ moved on to my staff and friends, then into my private 
life. And naw the ~~vesti~atio~ itself is under iRve~~~ga~~on. 

This has gone on too tong, cost too much and hurt too many iranocent people. 
Nuw, this matter is b&ween me, the two people I Iove most - my wife and our daughter - and 

our God. I must put it right, and 1 am prepared to do whatever if takes to do so. 
~ot~~~~g is mare imponant ta me persona&. But it is private, and I intend to rec!aim my family 

tife for my famity. Ws nobody’s business but ours. 
Even presidents have private lives. It is time ta stop the pursuit of personal destp>ction and the 

prying into private lives and get on with our nationa! life. 
Our country hai; been distracted by this matter for too long, and I take my res~o~s~b~~~ty for my 

par-~ itt ait of this. That is all I can do, 
Now it is time - in fact, it is past time - to move on. We have impenant wark to do - real 

op~~~u~~t~~s to seize, ieat problems ta s&e, rest security matters to f&x. 
And 93 tanigtxt, I ask you to twfi &way from the spectacle of the past seven n~onths, to repair 

the fabric of~ur national discourse, and to return our attention to all the challenges and all the 
promise af the tlext American century 

Thank yuu for watching, And goad night. 



2524 



