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tive. to say the least. Zarly last Jan-
uary, Joseph Cammarata was pre-
paring to help argue to the Su-

B¢ preme Court that his client Paula
Jones should get a trial for her sexuval-
harassment suit against President Clinton,
when—he savs—the voice of a woman, dis-
traught and hesitant. cume on the line. “I
had a similar thing happen to me in 1993.”
she said. She refused to give her name but
offered enough details to allow Cammarata
to track down the woman he believes made
the call: Kathleen E. Willev, 51. Last week
Cammarata subpoenaed Willey to question
her about whether she had been the victim
of an inappropriaie scxual advance by the
president in the White House. Willey's tes-

timony is necessary. Cammarata argues. to !

establish a "pattern of behavior™ by Clinton
of sexually harassing women. An apgres-
sive lawyer will try ta tar his opponent any
way he can. and Cammarata wanis to use
the threat of delving into Clinton’s alleged
sex life—and the resulting publicity—to
force a settlement favorable to his client.
This game of hardball is the uncomfort-
able reality facing ,Clinton in the Paula
Jones case. Kathleen Willev denies she
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made the call to Cammarata, and her law-
yer. Daniel A. Gecker. says she “has no
information relevant to the Paula Jones
case,” and will ask a judge to quash the
subpocna. Willey's lawyer also said that
she was “outraged” to be drawn into the
case. and added that she “had and contin-
ues to have a good relationship™ with the
president. Her lawyer's statement does
not address whether there was an alleged
sexval encounter with Clinton. Gecker de-
clined to comment on any part of this story
to NEWSWFEK, saying it was a “hommible
injustice and invasion of privacy” to pub-
lish anv details about his client's private
life. For his part, the president. through
his lawver. Robert Benncti. “adamantiy
denies that at any time the president
ever said or did anvthing that was at
all improper.”

The story behind last week’s headlines is
complicated and murky. Even in the most
straightforward sexual-harassment cases.
onlv two people know for sure what hap~
pened; motives and perceptions. can be
mixed. and change over time. Willey could

be a shaky witness. She was suffering

through a family crisis at the time of the al-
leged incident. and was later bricfly treated
for emotional distress. Whoever first called
Cammarata told the lawver that “her hus-
band™ had killed himself, and that the sui-
cide had been reported in the conspiracy
literature of the far right as one of the
“strangce deaths™ that have befallen Clinton
associntes. This clue led Cammarata 1o the
widow of a Democratic fund raiser named
Ed Willey Jr.—who had killed himself on
Nov. 29, 1993. NrwswEEK began investi-
gating the allegations after gelling a tip

Atodds: Jones is trying to establish a ‘pattern of behavior’

from Cammarata last Janu-
ary, but reccived no other
help from Jones's lawvers
and shared none of its find-
ings with them. What. if any-
thing, really happened be-
tween Clinton and Willey
remains unknown. It is pos-
sible, howcver, to recon-
struct how the charge arose,
and to shed some light on
credibility and motive.

A former flight attendant.
Willey was married to the
son of an influential Virginia
state Iegishlor.*Shc drove
expensive cars, skied at Vail
and, with her husband. con-
tributed to the Democratic
Party. In 1992 she helped or-
ganize fund-raisers for the
then candidate Bill Clinton.
A friend of Willey's, Julie
Steele, says she was present
when Willey got a call at
home from Governor Clin-
ton on Oct. 14, 1992. the day
before a presidential debate held in Rich~
mond. According to Steele, Clinton told
Willey he was suffering from larvngitis. Wil-
lev suggested chicken soup. Willey told
Steele that Clinton asked. Why don't vou
bring me some? Willey declined, but she
was “definitely flattered,” said Steele.

Willey landed a volunteer job in the
White House social office after the election
and commuted from Richmond. About the
same time, her husband, a lawyer deep in
debt. was accused of embezzling $274.495
from a client. On Sunday, Nov. 28, 1993,
there was a tense family discussion over
how thev were going torepay the money.

She needed a full-time, paving job. So the
next day Willey came to Washington. and
later told friends that she contacted Clin-
ton's appointments secretary and secured
time withthe president that same afternoon.
This is not as remarkable as it might seem:
though a low-level volunteer, she did have
longst=nding fund-raising ties to Clinton.
Lindis Tripp. then an executive assistant in
the White House counsel's office. recalls
bumping into Willey in the West Wing after
Willey had allegedly left the Oval Office
Willey was “disheveled. Her face was red
and her lipstick was off. She was flustered.
happy and joyful.” Tripp told NEwswWEEK.
Willey said she had to talk to Tripp right
away. According to Tripp, Willev said the
president had taken her from the Oval Of-
fice to his private office. a small adjoining
hideawny. and kissed and fondled her. She
was not in anv way “appalled.” Tripp told
NEWSWEEK.

- Tripp. who savs she and Willey were
once friendly but are no longer. agreed 10
speak to NEWSWEFK “to make it clear that
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this was not a case of sexual harassment.”

Tripp's account. of course, is still damaging
to the president. Bennett, Clinton’s lawyer,

says Tripp “is not to be believed.” In 1994

she moved from the White House counsel’s

office to a higher-paying PR post at the Pen-
tagon (a job she still holds). The next year
she gave some testimony at the Whitewater
hearings that was mildly embarrassing to
the administration.

Willey's friend Julie Stecie raises further
doubt about Willey's description of the in-
cident to her. At first. Stecle told News-
werx that Willey had graphically de-
scribed being fondled by the president.
Steele said that Willey had told her about
the incident on the night it allegedly oc-
curred, and that she had been distraught.
But last week Steele admitted to News.
weEk that Willey had asked her to “lie”
about what haj in order to give cred-
jbility to the allegation that she had been
harassed. (Willey's lawyer refused to com-

*ment to NEWSWEEK on Steele's charpe. or

on any other aspeet of Tripp's or Steele’s
accounts.) In fact, said Steele, Willey had
told her about the incident weeks after it
happened. saying only that the president
had made a pass at her. To Steele, Willey
had not appeared upset by it at the time.

In December 1393, Willey got a paying
job in the counsel’s office that lasted 10
months. In 1995, at the White House's invi-
tation, she served as a member of U.S. dele-
gations to international conferences on so-
cial development in Copenhagenand oneon
biodiversity in Jakarta: State Department
records show that she was the only Ameri-
can participant who had noapparent exper-
tise in the issues under discussion. The cost
of her trips to the taxpayers was about
$7.000. Frank Provyn. the director of the
State Department Office of International

. said he was “kind of surprised™ to
see her on the trip to Indonesia. But, he
added. “a good way to get yourselfintoa jam
is to ask too many questions when someone
comes from the White House.”

Through Bennett, Clinton says he has “no
specific recollcstion of meeting [Willey] in
the Oval Office.” Bennett says that Clinton
may have consoled her around the time of
her husband's death. but it is “preposterous”
to suggrest that Clinion might have made a
sexual advance. (According to police re-
ports. Ed Willey's body was not found until
the dayafterthealleged encounter.) Bennett
says there is no record of Willey's entering
the Oval Office, but he acknowledged that
friends sometimes drop by. Willey has told
others that she saw Treasury Secretary
Lloyd Bentsen waiting to see Clinton when
she leftthe president’s office mid-afternoon.
Bentsen's shows him meeting
Clinton at 8 p.m. that day. Who's telling the

“truth? It is always hard to know in these
matters, and painfulto find out. -

CRIME

A Brush With Terror

They were making bombs in Brooklyn, their eye on
a suicide subway attack. How did they get so far?

By Tom MORGANTHAU
AND Grecony BEaLs
HE PLAN WAS TO BOMB A SUBWAY
station in Brooklyn-and the big
question, after New York police
narrowly averted a catastrophic act
of terrorism last week, was how the
prime suspect had gotten into the country
in the first place. Ghazi Ilbrahim Abu
Maizar. 24, a West Bank Palestinian, tried
three times to enter the United States from
Canada and was jailed last January by the
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice in Washington state. He then applicd
for political asylum because, he said, he
would be persecuted by Israeli authorities.
Despite all that, Abu Maizar was set free
by a U.S. immigration judge in June after
promising to leave the country voluntari-
ly. He went to New York City instead—
where, police said, he and another Palestin-
ian immigrant built a powerful pipe bomb
for a suicide attack much like last week’s
terror bombing in Jerusalem.
Tipped off by one of the suspects’ friends.
a heavily armed police SWAT team de-
scended on their dingy Brooklyn apartment
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before dawn and caught Abu Maizar and
22-year-old Lafi Khalil sleeping. Both were
shot and wounded when, according to no-
lice. they tried to trigger the bombs. One

was a nine-inch pipe packed with
gunpowder, nails and 9mm bullets. The
other was a four-pipe monstrosity that
would have killed everyone within 25 feet if
detonated in an enclosed space like a sub-
way car. Police found hundreds of pages of
Hamas propaganda and a portrait of Sheik
Abdul Omar Rahman, the blind Muslim
cleric convicted of inspiring the World
Trade Center bombing. They also found
what was described as a terrorist manifesto
expressing hatred for the United States and
Israel that was allegedly written by Abu
Maizar. Hospitalized for their wounds-—
Maizar was shot twice and Khalil at least
five times—both men were charged with
conspiring to use explosives to destroy
property. “I think we were close to a disas-
ter.” said James Kalistrom. head of the
FBI's New York field office. "It didn’t hap-
pen, and that's the good news.”

The bad news, once again. was Ameri-
ca's vulnerability to terrorism —which rais-
es troubling questions about the
federal government's inability to
spot would-be terrorists at the bor-
der. In himdsight. anyway, Abu
Maizar seemed an obvious security
risk: he was briefly detained by Is-
raeli authorities during the intifada.
when he was about 15. and one of
his brothers was once deported
from Israel for supporting the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine. But his famib;n now says it
supports peace and that Maizar,
who has denied that he is a member
of Hamas, has ever been a political
or religious militant. A spokesman
for the INS says the case—includ-
ing Maizar's release pending volun-
tary departure — was handled by the
book. Like most Palestinians who
come to this country, he was nol on
any U.S. "watch list™ as a suspected
terrorist. “This guy is kind of crazy.”
one law-enforcement official said.
“He was just a wanna-be.” But that
doesn't solve the problem — because
even wanna-bes can kill.

With DANTEL RLAIDMAN

Heads up: The bomb squad on the scene

in Washington
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