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IMain Stairway to 
Family Quarters 

Down &se stairs come the president and first lady on eveq sute 

occasion held at the Whii House. Tall or short imposing or not, 

no one can ignore the entrance of the chief executive v&n the 
Marine Band strikes up the first chords of “Hail to the Chii” This 

is ehe ceremonial staircase, and it is here that the pnsidat first 

lady, and their guests of honor are photographed before proceed- 

ing to the East Room, where the other guests are @wed. The 
walk down the red carpet is surely the most romantic image of rhe 
presidency. Here is the pomp. Most of the rest of the time, the _ 
president is subject ta circumstance.. 
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.-\ small, sunny room, the First Lady’s Dressing Room 
h.,s always been a private comer of a very public 
&dence. So private, that in 1801 it was given one of 
rhc few water closets in the big, preplumbing house. 
president Franklin Pierce ins&led the first stationary 

t..,ljl& in 1853. Prior to that, men only could bathe 
:.i<ility in the east pavilion, and women used 

I.,,,-t.lble sitz or hip tubs and shoe-shaped bathtubs 
,,l.lde of tin. Dolley Madison bemoaned not being 
.Ihle ro save her bathtub from the British in 1814. She 
,,.;,s obligated to give precedence to government pa-
pl.r~. the silver, and George Washington’s portrait. 

Located at the southwest comer of the house, this 
.:I adjoins the chamber that traditionally has been 

: ::i.lster bedroom. Sometimes the presidents’ chil-
Jrcn occupied the room, as did Tad Lincoln and Rob- 
err Johnson; sometimes the president reserved it for 
himself, as did Rutherford Hayes, who labeled it his 
s;anctum or “den.” But generally it was the first ladies 
who called it their own. Ida Saxon McKinley, an epi- 
Icpric, spent many quiet hours sitting and knitting 

Lou Hoover put in a daybed for afternoon naps 
i desk for keeping accounts and correspondence; 

.111d Nancy.Reagan, who decorated it as in the photo- 
graph, used it as a dressing room. 

The couple who seemed to take the greatest piea-
sure in this intimate space were President Woodrow 
and Mrs. Edith Boiling Wilson, the president’s second 
\vi&. AS newlyweds, they found privacy in this corner 

;:’ house. The room, since the addition of the 
O.i:;1room and water closet, had an awkward shape 
wth an off-centered fireplace. Nevertheless, Wilson 
dressed here, and he and his wife had breakfast, tea, 
and sometimes lunch or dinner in this crowded space. 

With a fire burning, Andrew Johnson’s magnificent 
magnoiia tree almost tickling the panes of glass of the 
large south-facing window, and a perfect view of the 
Washington Monument, it is obvious why they found 
it such a pleasant place ro be together. 

Being pragmatic, Eleanor Roosevelt installed a 
single bed and slept here. She converted the spacious 
room next door into her sitting room to accommo- 
date her many and frequent visitors. She and 
Franklin, whose bedroom was the next room over, 
had used separate rooms since 1918. Bess and Harry 

’ Truman occupied the same rooms as the Roosevelts, 
Mrs. Truman also choosing to use the dressing room 
as a bedroom and the larger room as her sitting room. 
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WhcndnR~nrmovcdimothcWhictHo~inj;tnuuyI#II, 
phns had already been laid to refurbish the second and third fbon 
of the White House. They raised nearly a million dollars from 

friends and political supporters. Mrs. Reagan enlisted the he!p da 
Los Angeles interior designer and old friend, Ted Gnber, to he@ 

her make the living ~uarcen "w?rm and liivabk.” fhc master bed- 
room, never seen by the public but here displayed in the replica, 
~~u~~ fulfilis Mrs. Reagan and Gnber’s objectives. 

72~ Chinese paper, hand-painted in Mentury rqlc 
gives the ptesidential bedroom its indigen. The kAy, B 

irregular spacing of a wide variety of birds-pacock, blu&rds, 

roosten, etc.-around the room creates an airy, open fkid d 
color and form. 

In order to replicate and reduce the mrllpaper for the min+ 
ture White House, John and Jan Zweifel made a sale painting of 
the wallpaper onto a IO-by424nch sheet of paper. This was then 
caref’ully reduced on a color cop&r to provkk sheets of paper kK 
the watts of the miniature room. 

The two diminutive chain are only 3 inches h&h and 2 inches 
wide. 
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President and -First Lady’s Bedroom 

After the swearing in, the parade, and the inaugural across the hall, furnished with an cighteenth-ccntury 
balls, the new president and first lady mm tu sleep Chippendale high chest and a mahogany four-poster 
in a room occupied only the previous night by an- bed. Mrs. Kcnncdy did much uf her work and her 
ather president and first lady. The changeover in the thinking in this bedroom suite. 
White House from one family to the next is so fast, It was in this roam that Willie Lincoln died in 
so complete, one thinks that it must be dune with a the great “Lincoln” bed (see page 186) and James 
Surcerer’s magic wand. The president and fxrst lady’s Garfield Xay prmte for months from an assassin’s 
bedroom, the most private rmm in the house, human- bullet, Because of Garfield’s discomfort during the 
izes the peaceful, incredible succession of power. To sweltering D.C. summer of 1881,doctors and engi- 
be able to call the White House home is the ultimate neers inu&uc& the first air conditioning system in 
reward for those seeking tu scme their country, and the United States to cool the dying president. 
an honor bestowed on so few. William McKinley was asleep here when an usher 

All the White House transitions have been swift enteied the fobzH and whispered in his ear that the 
(except the ane from Lincoln to Johnson), but not secretary af the navy was on the telephone with an 
always sweet. When President and Mrs. Pierce re- important message, The battleship Maine had ex- 
turned from xhe 1853 inaugural ball, there was no plodcd and sunk in Havana harbor just hours before. 
bedroom ready for them, which they considered a In this r&m, the fzrst Mrs. Wilson passed away, 
great indignity; Woodrow Wilson, who attended no and Woodrow Wilson suffered the stroke that would 
ball but who celebrated first with his family and then leave him an invalid fur the rest uf his life. For weeks 
at a smoker given for him by Princeton alumni at the he lay here helpless on the huge Lincoln bed. 
Shoreham Hotel, found himself in the White House at On April 12,1945, Eleanor Roosevelt was called 
midnight ringing assorted bells, not knowing which to her sitting room and told of her husband’s death at 
was which. Wearing only his underwear, he inquired Warm Springs. She then summoned to her room the 
if anyone had seen his trunk, He had no pajamas and, vice-president, who came directly from presiding OV’CT 
presumably, no toothbrush. the Senate. Truman later wiote, “That was the first 

This room was Eleanor Roosevelt’s and Bess inkling I had of the seriousness of the situation,” Wit-
Truman’s sitting room/study but Jacqueline Kennedy ham Scale describes the exchange as follows: UWaS 
reverted it tu a bedroom as it had been for most of there anything he could do for her? Eleanor Roosevelt 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century. On inau- replied, ‘Is there anything we can do for you? For you 
gural night, though, the room was not yet ready, and are the one in trouble now.‘“12 
she slept down the hall in the Queen’s Bedroom. 
Eventually, it was decorated in shades of pale green 
and blue, and her furniture from her Georgetown 
house was moved in. The president’s bedroom was 
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President% Study 

Walls cannot talk, but if they could, the most dra-
matic stories these four would tell would center on 
the years 1933 to 1945. This was Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s bedroom. An early riser, the invalid pres-
ident would often conduct business from his bed. 
Francis Perkins, secretary of labor, described the bed 
and surrounding furniture as follows: 

ti small, nut~ow white iron bedstead, the kind one 
sees in the boy’s room of many an American hue. It 

bad a thin, bard louking mattress, a couple of pillows, 
and atr ordinary white seersucker spread. A folded old 
gray shawl lay at the foot . . . A white painted table, 
the kind one ofh sees in bathrooms, stood beside 
the bed, with a towel over it and with aspirin, nose 
drops, a glass of watet, stubs of pencils, bits of paper 
with telephone numbers, addresses and memoranda 
to himself, a couple of books, a worn old prayer 
book, a wat& a package of cigarettes, utt ash tray, 
a couple of telephones, all cluttered together. i3 

If the president was suffering from one of his 
chronic colds, the cabinet members would meet in this 
room. Aides would bring up memoranda and mes-
sages, and the papers of state would mingle with per-
sonal memorabilia. The mantel, seen on the left of the 
photograph, held miniature “Mexican pigs, Irish pigs, 
pigs of all kinds, sizes and colors” alongside family 
photographs, recalled Perkins. 

FDR was an avid collector of many things, and 
one hobby in particular, stamp collecting, prepared 
‘him, quite unexpectedly, for his role as commander in 
chief during World War II, His naval aide during the 
war, Captain John L. McCrea, commented many 
years later that “the President’s knowledge of world 

geography was amazing. I once expressed surprise 
that he knew so much about an insignificant lake in a 
small foreign country. ” “If a stamp collector really 
studies his stamps,” replied FDR, “he can pick up a 
greai deal of information.“’ This geographical knowl-
edge, often far exceeding that of others under his 
command, was vital during the war years. 
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The room appears as it did during the Reagan presidency. The red 

an.d white furniture came from Ronald and Nancy Reagan’s Glifor- 

nia home. The desk lamp was made from a fire chiefs silver horn, 
given to President Reagan when he was governor. The furnishings 

are cozy, comforoble, and familiar because it was here that the 

Reagans liked CO &ax. They looked foward to the evenings when 

dinner was sewed on urys in front of the television. Within these ’ 
four walls, there wan the semblance of a normal life. 
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Yellow Oval Room 

In 1809, DoJley Madison chose yellow for the prevailing color in 

the upstairs 04 Room. In I96 I, Jacqueline Kennedy decided the 

room should be decorated with antiques of the Louis XVI sty+e of 

late-eighteenth-cefmq frurce. The suite of furniture includes four 

side chairs and two armchairs made around 1800 by Jean-Baptiste 

Lelarge. A set of four caned and gilded armchairs were made by 

C. SenC, aIs of the Louis XVI period, two of which can be seen in 

the foreground. TtUs neociassii styie was strongly influenced by 
Greek and Roman fumishings discovered during the excavations at 
Pompeii and Hercuhneum in the late 1750s. The candelabm on the 

wo French Louis XV commodes franking the mantel were given by 

Princess Elizabeth of Great 6rWn in t95 I when she visited Presi- 

dent and Mrs. Hq Truman. 

Royalty and gdd curdthbrr were not Hav’s “styk.” He’d 

nther have watched a local baseball game and sit outdoors on a 
balmy summer’s evening. Truman unilaterally decided that a bal- 

cony should be added to the second&or Ovat Room, against the 
loud protests of architects ad historians. Truman got his bakony. 

with its good view of IocaJ phring Wds, and he thoroughly en- 
joyed using ic. If you want to know what his archiirrl mns-

gression looks like, pull out a $20 bill. 
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.Vb-*t Millard and Abigail Fillmore moved into the Here, the day after FDR’s first inauguration, the 
House in 1850 after the death of Zachary Tay- president met with his cabinet to discuss the financial 

or, there was not a Bible or dictionary or any other crisis and later signed the Emergency Banking Act of 
jouk to be found. Mrs. Fillmore, a former school- 1933. On December 7,1941, at about f:40 P.M., 
eachcr, did not consider a house a home without a Roosevelt and Harry Hopkins were having lunch when 
1 brary, and if this big white ‘?emple of inconve- a telephone call brought the news of the bombing of 
1iences, n as her husband described it, was to be hab- Pearl Harbor. On New Year’s Day 1942, Roosevelt 
:able for herself, her family, and future first families, was joined in this room by Winston Churchill, Maxim 
here had to be books. They received money from Litvinof of the Soviet Union, and T.V. Soong represent- 
3ongress to buy some, and in the second-floor Oval ing China for the signing of an agreement to join with 
Coom she created her library and family room. twenty-sixcountries in a “united nations” against Axis 

The Yellow Oval Room is one of the prettiest aggression. And the list goes on and on. 
ooms in the house. Three stately windows facing the The room has also been, during John Adams’ ad-
outh lawn, Washington Monument, and Jefferson ministration and then every one since Kennedy’s, the 
demorial provide one of the best views in Washing- parlor where the president and first lady entertain their 
on and flood the room with light. guests of honor before official state functions. This 

This room has always been central, literally and invitation to &come upstairs” at the White House is 
iguratively, in the lives of the occupants of the White one of the rarest and also most cherished. It is the 
iouse. For most of the two hundred years of the presidential equivalent of inviting someone to your 
louse’s history, it was the boundary between the home, because the first floor of the White House is 
amily’s bedrooms and either the president’s executive truly a public arena, and it is only upstairs that pri- 
Bffices (in the nineteenth century) or the official guest vacy prevails. The photographs of the Reagans and 
-p--s. Sometimes the Yellow Room was strictly a Gorbachevs drinking cocktails in the Yellow Oval 

room where children and parents would meet Room are one more reAection of the end of the Cold -. 
lightly to read, sing, play musical instruments, hang War. President and Mrs. Clinton will welcome many 
Christmas stockings, and relax, as during the admin- more heads of former co~unist bloc countries and, 
strations of Fillmore, Lincoln, Hayes, Theodore standing by the tall windows, point out the memorial 
Roosevelt, and Wilson. The Hayeses sang psalms, and to the author of the Declaration of Independence and 
,X7ilson read the Bible aloud. Harding and his friends the monument to the father of the oldest continuous 
3layed poker and drank bootleg liquor. democracy in the world. 

_ Sometimes this room would serve as the presi- 
_ient’s private office, where he could concentrate and 
ivork away from the surrounding tumult of the exccu- 
rive offices. Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, 
FDR, and Harry Truman used it for this purpose. 
Franklin Roosevelt used it the most, often inviting ad: 
.:isers to stay for cocktails that he would mix himself, 
‘allowed by dinner served on trays. 
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Woodrow Wilson, while workrng alone in this room dunng the 

dark days of World War I. would contemplate the pamtmg on the 

far wall. “Slgnmg of the Peace Protocol between Spam and the 

Umtcd States. August i 2. 1998” by Theobald Charurn. In ic Presi- 

dent McKtnley stands at the end of the abtnet table that had 

served as hu desk (and now serves as Presrdenr Chncon’s desk In 

rhu room). just a few months earher. on April 20. 1898. McKtnley 

had regretfully sgned the document authorizing mtlttary action tn 

what John Hay called the “splendid little war” and which was the 

United States’s first foray Into imperialism beyond its shores. 

Spectacular in both the full-size and mmtature Treaty Rooms 

is the chandelier. Approxmately 250 hours of handwork went mto 

making this chandelier for the White House replica. john Zweifel 

had to work with tiny tubing. brass rings, glass beading, and harr-

thin copper wires for electrifyrng the lilhpuoan chandelier. Every 

glass shade had to be hand-blown by an expert who could measure 

his or her breath so that each one was exactiy the same petite srae 

as rhe precedmg one. 

The pewter inkwell stands lust two Inches high yet looks 

colossal the rephca of the hlstorlc Treaty Room The full-

me quill IS eight inches long; the baby quill 1s I/I inch. 



Treaty Room 

a IPZ 1809, it wus a latge bedroonr. 

� In 1823, lames Monroe sat ut u desk in t&s rmrn 
and wrote his doctrine watning Europe to stqy out 
of the Westnrt &m@hete. 

e In 1825, Johtt Qnincy A&ms made it a sitting 
room. 

* From 1849 until the t%nte of Lincoln’s assassinaticm 
it was u reuption room for visitots wonnting to see 
the president. 

0 In 1866, Andrew Johnson mude it his ccrbinet room, 
and it firn&med us strcb until the Wet Wig wus 
built. 

� Itr1902, Tbe~u~e Rousevelt mude it into 4t stzuiy. 
Woodrow Wilson spent most ofhistime in this 
room, where he wrote tbe Fourteen Points, his pe+ 
sonal requirenrents for peace after World Wur 1. 

� In 1930, it become the uMonroe Drawing Room RI 
afier Mrs. Hoover placed reproduction Monroe 
fumiturein it. 

� In 1936, it was one of the rooms Eleanor Roosevelt 
used for press conferences. 

� In 1945, Winston Chcbiil used it as his personal 
map room. 

* In 1952, it wus a sitting room. 

� In 1962, Jacqueline Kennedy made it the Tteaty 
Room (as seen in the photograph). 

� In 1990, it became the president’s of/ice in the resi- 
dence. 

In 1962, 80 million Americans watched the televi- 
sion tour of the White House and saw President and 
Mrs. Kennedy sitting in the Treaty Room answering 
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Charles CoIlingwood’s questions. Many of the ques- 
tions referred to the changes Mrs. Kennedy was mak- 
ing to the White House. John Kennedy observed that 
every president who comes to live in the White House 
receives stimulus from the legendary figures who served 
in the same capacity. He explained: ‘Anything which 
dramatizes the great story of the United States-as 
think the White House dues-is worthy of the closest 
attention and respect by Americans who live here and 
who visit here and who are part of our citizenry. That’s 
why I am glad that Jackie is making the effort she’s 
making.“‘4 

The Treaty Room, recreated to resemble the Cabi-
net Room during Ulysses S. Grant’s term of office and 
to commemorate peace treaties signed to end or pre- 
vent wars, was a Jacqueline Kennedy inspiration and 
realization. She was particularly proud of her research 
in tracking down the treaties signed in this room, and 
procuring facsimiles from the National Archives to 
hang on the walls. 

Interior decorators could hardly believe Mrs. 
Kennedy was resurrecting Victorian furniture consid-
ered terribly unfashionable in 1962, but the first lady 
was far more interested in historical precedents than 
design magazine approval: Her passion during the 
three short years she lived in the White House was to 
imbue the house with the spirit of past presidents, and 
the Treaty Room was a fine example of her aspirations. 
The room is strikingly unified in design, and most of 
the furnishings originated wi& past presidents. ’ 

The White House television tour was a Jacqueline 
Kennedy tour de force with more 1than a little help 
&om CBS, and she possessed star , quality equal to her 
subject. She knew what to say on Icamera and how to 

73 

I 



. 

say it. A classic example of her tact and ability to find 
common ground with her audience was recorded in 

the published transcript of the program. Charles 
Collingwood asked Mrs. Kennedy what purpose the 
Treaty Room would serve, and the television audience 
heard her reply: 

Well I do think euery room should have a puwose. it 

can still be a sitting room because that sofa, thouib 

you may not believe it, will look nice. But it will serve 

a definite purpose. My husband has so many meetings 

up here in this part of the house. All the men who 

wait to see him now sit in the ball witb tbe baby UT-

Cages going by them. They can sit in here and talk 

while waiting for him. 

During the rehearsal period, however, when Mrs. 
Kennedy was asked why she was refurnishing the 
room, she replied, “It’s really to get the Cabinet out 
of the living room.” 

Many presidents have used the old cabinet table 
that was the focal point of Mrs. Kennedy’s restora-
tion for the signing of peace treaties. William McKin-
ley watched as the peace treaty ending the Spanish- 
American War was signed in August 1898; Calvin 
Coolidge in 1929 put his signature on the ratification 
of the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact; John Kennedy, in 
1963, signed the “Treaty for a Partial Nuclear Test 

Ban”; Richard Nixon, in 1972, signed the “Treaty of 

the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems”; in 
1979 the table was taken outdoors for the momen-
tous signing of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty by 
Menachem Begin, Anwar el-Sadat, and Jimmy Carter 
(see document page 193); and on a brilliant, sunny 
day in September 1993, the world witnessed not only 
the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian peace treaty on 
the cherished cabinet table, but also the handshake 
between Yitzak Rabin and Yasir Arafat that took 
place alongside that American heirloom. 

The~aboveshowspartof~fonmrTratyRmas 
it appears in the Cl&on White House (e~ept for the nr~, which 

isnot~).The~ickntu$esthctoomasanotfictandttn 
hittwicabkwtobk(opporitcp;rb+)uhis~k.Ac)rildoftht 
sixt& the president favors strong colom but no one Qoiot under- 
nurdt~thcUimorus.whosekwtofAmcrianh~tQurrdn 
entire 200-pr hismy ofthe house, have al&&d a pmvabct of 
Victoriana to dominate newty refurnished White House rwtns. 
Clinton has kept the Chartran treaty pain&g (see page 72) and 
added ones of Bet+in Fnnklin and George Washington. Sat-

tered throqhout the room are the president’s favorite photc~ 

mhs and mementos. The president’s bode flank the firepIace in 
bookcases built’in situ by White House carpenters (see Grpen- 

ten’ Shop, p. 190) because they were too 6rge to fit through the 

doorways. The overall’ effect resulting from the choice of abrics, 
colors, lamps. and upholstered fumiwre is a reflection of the judg- 

ment of Little Rock interior decor;rtor Kaki Hockersmith. 

Mn. Clinton, discussing the changes she is making to the 
White House. stated in an inteniew published in H&oric &servu-

tier, (November-December 1993) that “preservation and restor;l- 
tion-not redecoration” is what she and her husband hope to 

achieve. “We’re interested in enhancing the house and the fumish-
ings within it. . . as a means of furthering the historical mission 

of the house.” As President Clinton enjoys inviting certain guests 

and foreign dignitaries to his office in the residence, it likeother 
rooms, “should depict the quality and the importance of the White 

House as a living museum,” asserts the first lady. 

On the mantel, which has seen many decomtort come and 

go, is caned the following: “This room was first used for meetings 

of the cabinet during the adminismtion of President Johnson. It 

continued to be so used until the year MCMII. Here the Treaty of 

Peace with Spain was signed.” 
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S,lv it. A classic example of her tact and ability to find . 
cOmmon ground with her audience was recorded in 
the published transcript of the program. Charles 
collingw& asked Mrs. Kennedy what purpose the 
-rrc;lrFrRoom would serve, and the television audience 

!?‘b.lrd’ her reply: 

\\+// 1 do think every town should have a purpose. It 

L-6fllstill be a sitting toom because that sofa, though 

!loli may not believe it, will look nice. But it will serve 

‘1 definite purpose. My husband has so many meetings 

t(p here in this part of the house. All the men who 

ll-,llt to see him now sit in the hall with the baby car-

.lyes going by then. They cm sit in here and talk 

~&ile waiting for him. 

During the rehearsal period, however, when Mr;. 
Kennedy was asked why she was refurnishing the 
room, she replied, “It’s really to get the Cabinet out 
of the living room.” 

Many presidents have used the old cabinet table 
LU was the focal point of Mrs. Kennedy’s restora-

in for the signing of peace treaties. William McKin-
Iev watched as the peace treaty ending the Spanish- . 
American War was signed in August 1898; Calvin 
Coolidge in 1929 put his signature on the ratification 
of the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact; John Kennedy, in 

1963, signed the “Treaty for a Partial Nuclear Test 
!<d n “; Richard Nixon, in 1972, signed the “Treaty of 
.;c Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems”; in 

. 1979 the table was taken outdoors for the momen- 
tous signing of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty by 
Menachem Begin, Anwar el-Sadat, and Jimmy Carter 
(see document page 193); and on a brilliant, sunnv 
dav in September 1993, the world witnessed not dnlv .. 
the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian peace treaty on 
-he cherished cabinet table, but also the handshake 
:Jetween Yitzak Rabin and Yasir Arafat that took 
place alongside that American heirloom. 

Tht~~ShOWSputOfchcfO~ftfU~ROOmU 
it appear in the Clinton White House (except for the rug, which 

isnot#wrrct).‘lhc~~~uJllcJ;thcroom~mdhctmdt)n 
hinoricabinctobk(~~e);uhitdcrkAc)riMofdrc 

rbcticr;,drcprwidcmfrvon~Cdon,bUt~~QUitcundcr-

~wttythtCSwns,whoseloveofAmericanhinor)rspansthe 

errti&OO-yclrhiStofy6ft)HhCUJS&hrvtdlowcdapnnknceof 
Vi to dominate n&y refurnished White House rooms. 

Ciintm has kept the Chartnn treaty painting (see page 72) and 
d&ci - of Ben@min Frankhn and George Washington. Sat- 

tefed througtKwt the room are the president’s favorite photc+ 
srphs and mementos. The prtsident’s books flank the fireplace in 

-cases bcliit in situ by White House carpenters (see Grpen- 

ten’ Shop, p. 190) because they were too large to fit through the 
doorways. The overall effect resulting from the choice of fabrics, 

colors. hmpr, and upholstered fumiture is a nfkction of the judg 

mcnt of Little Rock interior decorator Kaki Hockersmith. 

Mn. Clinton, discussing the changes she is making to the 

White House. stated in an intewiew published in Fftitoric Preserwu- 

tion (Novernber4ecember 1993) that “preservation and restora- 

tiowt redecomtion” is what she and her husband hope to 
achieve. “We’re interested in enhancing the house and the fumish- _ 
ings within it. . . as a means of furthering the historical mission 
of the house.” As President Clinton enjoys inviting cc&in guests 

and foreign dignitaries to his office in the residence. it, like other 

rooms. “should depict the quality and the importance of the White 

House as a living museum,” asse~f the first lady. 

On the mantel, which has seen many decontors come and 
go, is carved the following: “This room was first used for meetings 

of the cabinet during the administration of President Johnson. It 

continued to be so used until the year MCMII. Here the Treaty of 

Peace with Spain was signed.** 
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&es McKim, President and Mrs. Theodore Roo~evelt'sarchi-

tect and interior designer, wanted in I902 to rid the White House 

of all the Victorian furniture. Edith Roosevelt insisted that cemin 

pieces be kept including the majestic carved rosewood bed now in 
the Lincoln Bedroom. Teddy Roosevelt subsequently enjoyed many 

restful nights in ic Woodfow Wilson, we assume, spent many 

restless nights worrying about Worid War I: and Givin Coolidge 

remained silent on the subject of how he slept in the imposing 

Lincoln Bed. Had the architect instead of the fint lady had his way, 
-one of the most famous pieces of furniture in the White House 

might have been lost forever. 

The elaborately carved Victorian taMe w also part of the 

furniture purchased by Mary Todd Lincoln from Wilkam and 

George Carry1 of Philadelphia in I86 I. in 1860, the prince of 
Wales stayed overnight in the *‘best guest room” in the James Bu- 

chanan White House. a room described by Mrs. Lincoln’s cousin as 

“most shabby.” The bed and the table reflect Mary Todd Lincoln’s 

idea of appropriate furniture for a guest bedroom. in 1970, an- 

other prince of Wales, Prince Charles, slept in the bed that came 
to the White House as a result of his ancestor’s brief visit. 

The cream-colored silk sofa and matching chairs, believed to 
have been used in the White House during Lincdn’s administra- 

tion, were discovered in Engiand and given tothe White House in 
1954. The “slipper” chair is @Astered in w-f and green WC 

iiarn Morris fabric provided 4y a citizen who d to help Mrs. 

Kennedy with the restoration of the Lincoln Room. 

The rocking chair (right foreground) is sirnib to the chair 

Lincoln used in the box at Ford’s Theatre the night of his assassi- 

nation. In front of the walnut bureau with full-length mirror, 

bought by Mary Lincoln, one nineteenth-centu~ White House 
guest did her “pompadour every morning.” 

Visitors staying the night make certain to sit at the desk on 

ttre kft. This has been authenticated as the desk Lincoln used at 
the “summer White House,” a few miles northeast of I600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue. The chairs at the &sk and thong the north wail 

were in Lincoln’s cabinet room. The tables franking the bed were 

purchased by President jackson, whose porvr* teen to the left 
of the bed, hung in the exact spot when this room was Lincoln’s 

office (see pages 108-l I). 
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Lincoln Bedroom 

The towering figure in the history of the White House 

was Abraham Lincoln. Theodore Roosevelt spoke for 
every chief executive when he said: “I think of Lin- 
coln, shambling, homely, with his strong, sad, decply- 
furrowed face, all the time. I see him in the different 
rooms and in the halls.” The Lincoln Bedroom, which 
was the sixteenth president’s office and cabinet room 
(see pages 108-l 1 ), is the only room in the White 
House named after and honoring a past president. 
Jacqueline Kennedy commented: 

Sometimes I used to stop and think about it all. I 

wondered, “How are we going to live as a famii$ in 

this enortnous place 2” I would go and sit in the Lin- 

coln Room. It was the one room in the White House 

with a link to the past. It gave me great comfort. I 

love the Lincoln Room. Even though it isn’t really 

Lincoln’s bedroom, it has his things in it. When you 

see that great bed, it looks like a cathedral. To touch 

something I knew be bad touched was a teal link with 

him. The kind of peace I felt in that room was what 

you feel when going to church. I used to sit in the 

Lincoln Room and I could really feel its strength. I’d 

sort of be talking with him. Jefferson is the President 

with whom I have the most affinity. But Lincoln is 

the one 1 love? 

A plaque on the mantelpiece reads: “In this room 
Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclama-
tion of January 1, 1863whereby four million slaves 
were given their freedom and slavery forever prohib-

ited in these United States.” This was an act of great 
personal courage and historic consequence. Even 

without the furniture, presidents entering the room 

feel the power of the past and the necessity of just 
leadership in the future. 

Lincoln never slept in the 9-feet-long, 6-feet-wide 

bed that carries his name, but by its side he wept un-
controllably at the sight of his small son Willie, lost 

forever in its folds, dead at the age of eleven. Three 
years later, in 1865, the man who pleaded for “malice 
toward none; with charity for all” was embalmed at 
the foot of the big bed, shot by .an assassin’s bullet. 

For many years, this room has been reserved for 
guests. FDR insisted that his close adviser Harry 
Hopkins and his new bride even live in the Lincoln 
suite (bedroom and sitting room), and had it re- 
painted for them. Harry Truman, a passionate devo-. 
tee of American history, decided to pull together fur-
niture from Lincoln’s time and place it here. 
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Lincoln Sitting Room 


Located in the southeast comer of the mansion, this 
small room’s moment of glory came during the 
McKinley administration and the Spanish-American 
War. The site of the president’s uWar Room,” fre-
quently referred to in histories of the war, is rarely 
specifically situated. But it was this small space that 
became, as William Scale says, “the lifeline of war 
communications . . . removing it from its traditional 
place in the War Department.” In 1901, over the 
same telegraph lines, came the news that McKinley 
had been shot by an assassin while visiting the Pan- 
American Exposition in Buffalo. Colonel Crook, who 
had served as executive clerk at the White House 
since the early 186Os, remembered thinking as he read 
the telegram, “Good God! First Lincoln-then Gar-
field-and now McKinley!” 

For the first quarter of the nineteenth century, 
the Lincoln Sitting Room was simply empty. When 
Charles Dickens visited the White House in the 
184Os, it was Tyler’s %nimpressive” office. Later, it 
was generally occupied by the president’s private 
secretary and had the luxury of a water closet at the 
north end, contributing to its irregular shape. The 
room became the telegraph office during the adminis- 
tration of Rutherford B. Hayes. After the executive 
offices were moved out of the mansion in 1902, it 
was used by the first family themselves or as part of 
one of the principal guest suites in the house. 

Richard Nixon read and listened to music here. 
He always liked a fire in the fireplace, even in sum- 
mer, and, according to his daughter Tricia, had the 
air conditioning turned up to compensate for his idio- 
syncratic habit. John Zweifel included in his render- 
ing of this room the cigar bums in the carpet that 
Nixon inadvertently caused. 

@itorstotheVVhiteHowcnQliaoftenaskdnmse~~”What 
makes it look so real?” The answer lies in the thousands of little 

detailr;. In this srmll room of the replia. there is a “fire” in the 

firephce, and it flickers. The logs are perfectly scaled; even the 
knots are in proportion. All the necesv tools we there to 
maintain the fire, and the andirons have been perfectly shaped to 

fit the spzze. The mantel is a caned copy of the original. The 

picture fnme and the wainscoting are built up from thin pieces of 

wood to look like the real thing. There is a copy of the painting 
Puviliorr at Gloucester by William Glrckens. The electrified candles 

bum, and although the copy of the French Empire clock on the 

mantel does not tick, other clocks in t&e White House replica do. 

The decor dates from the Reagan administration. 
The desk on the right was made by James Hoban, the 
original architect of the White House. The four rose- 
wood.chairs were purchased by Mary Todd Lincoln. 
The plaster cast sculpture titled Neighboring Pews 
was created by John Rogers, the most popular scuip- 
tor in America between 1860 and 1895. 
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Oueen’s Bedroom and 
w--

Ike Hoover, who worked for ten presidents, described 
Will Rogers’ visit to the Coolidge White House: 

Mr. Rogers bad been assigned to what is known as 

the pink [Qlreen’s] guest suite, in the extreme nortb-

east corner of the bedroom floor. It consists of a large 

room with a four-poster bed, a small dressing-room, 

which also has a single brass bed in it, and a private 

bath. He was escorted halfway down the bail by the 

President and his room pointed out to him. A door- 

man was summoned to have one last word witb Mr. 

Rogers and learn if there was anything that could be 

done for him before be retired. 

Upon entering tbe room, Mr. Rogers seemed 

rather hesitant about occqying tbe large four-poster 

bed that bad been prepared fof him. Turning to tbe 

doorman, be inquired if be bad to sleep there. He was 

told of the small bed in the dressing-room and chose 

that in preference to the large one. The man turned 

down these covers and lefi Mr. Rogers with his own 

thoughts, to spend the night in the Wbite House with 

all the thrills be afierwards described? 

Truman’s mother couldn’t see herself in this big, 
beautiful guest room (originally called the Rose Bed- 
room) either, declaring she would rather sleep on the 
floor. The bed was too high, the decor too fussy, she 
declared, and like the earthy humorist, she slept in the 
small sitting room. The entertainer Sammy Davis Jr., 
however, when he spent the night at the White House, 
turned down the chance to sleep in the famed Lincoln 
Bedroom in favor of the Queen’s Bedroom. He later 
joked, “I thought to myself, now I don’t want [Lin- 
coin] coming in here talking about ‘I freed them, but I 
sure didn’t mean for them to sleep in my bed.“’ 

Sitting Room 

The White House needed a sumptuous bedroom. 
Before Blair House, located across the street, became 
the official presidential guest house, the White House 

.
drd have many overnight visitors with singularly 
imperious or peculiar ways. Winston Churchill and 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek during the war years were 
two of the most demanding. And royalty never fits 
smoothly into a household labeled the “first house of 
democracy.” It is known that the White House staff 
were often disconcerted by the manner in which cer-
tain supercilious guests ordered them about. Whether 
‘Mr. Brown” (alias for V. M. Molotov, Soviet minis- 
ter for foreign affairs, who slept in the Rose’ Bedroom 
in 19482) addressed them as “comrade” has gone un-
recorded. What bas been recorded are the findings of 
the valet who unpacked Molotov’s suitcase: black 
bread, sausages, and a revolver. 

The Rose Bedroom was renamed the Queen’s 
Bedroom by Jacqueline Kennedy in honor of the 
royal guests who had occupied it. Among these were 
Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain in 1942, Queen 
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands in 1942, Queen 
Julianna of the Netherlands in 1952, Queen Freder-
ika of Greece in 1953, and Queen Elizabeth II of . a 
Great Britain in 1957. 

In the days of Buchanan and Lincoln, the 
president’s private secretaries lived in this bedroom, 
with twenty-four-hour dedication to the job expected. 
John Hay and John G. Nicolay shared the room in 
the 1860s. By the time of Andrew Johnson’s presi-
dency, his private secretary was moved to the comer 
room (today’s Queen’s Sitting Room), and the larger 
space became an office occupied by six clerks. When . 

executive offices were finally built adjoining the man- 
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The Queen’s Bedroom ovettooks Maycat Park to the north of 

the White House. The four-poster bed is thought to have be- 
longed to Andrew Jackson; it came from the Hermitage, his home 

in Tennessee. The Fedent sofa has scrolled arms and floral deco- 

rations on the top ail. The caned wood mantel on the west wall 

dates from the years 1820-30 and was removed from a Philadel- 
phia house built in 1792. The English looking glass over the mantel 

with an eighteenth-century floral painting fnmed with it was pre- 

sented to the White House by Princess (now C&~een) Elizabeth on 

behalf of her father, King George, when she and Prince Philip 

visited Washington in I95 I. The princess remarked that it was the 
king’s “hope. and mine, that [the mirror] will remain here. as a 

mark of our friendship. so long as the White House shall stand.” 

The Queen’s Bedroom has ulditionally been given to female 

guests, as the Lincoln Bedroom wu considered the more mascu-

line. Female portraits, too, dominate the paintings in the room. 

One of the most beautiful is of the actress hnny Kunble (seen 

above the sofa). The artist, Thomas Sully, was the son of Engksh 

actors who emigrated to America in 1792. Fanny Kemble also 

arrived in America from Engiand with her actor father in 1832 and 

soon won the hearts of American audiences. 

The actress was presented to Andrew Jackson at the White 

House in 1833, the year she married and gave up the stage. V&e- 

mently opposed to the slavery she witnessed on her husband’s 
Georgia plantation. she divorced him in 1849. She began to give 

pubiic readings that became legendary. Longfellow was enraptured: 

“How our hearts glowed and trembled / as she read . . . ’ She also 

wrote @umol of Q Reskkvce on u Georgbn Plantation, published in 

England in 1863, hoping to encourage a public outcry against sla- 

very. Her nephew later married President Ulysses Crurt’s daugh-
ter Nellie in the Blue Room. Fanny is a favorite of first families and 

an inspiring companion while staying overnight at the White House. 
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sion during Teddy Roosevelt’s tenure, the rows of 
desks that had filled this room for so many years were 
placed in a large room at the west end of the West 
Wing. This room then became the Rose Bedroom and 
the site of Alice Roosevelt Longworth’s childhood 
appendectomy. 

Today, the Queen’s Bedroom and Lincoln Bed-
room accommodate personal friends and family of the 
president and first lady who are invited to spend the 
night at the best address in the country. 
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S?BriesofChurdrillatdn~Houseabound.~ 

tkiebnoeviduuetkEkanorbumpedintohimstarknaked 
oneni&David~thoughtthenofywuwefchkwmi-

gatingzhecorrckrdc&aftefcondu~-imcnicwr,t)#cit 
woo/d have been iqos&&k Wii Chufchill II repoKtd that 

hisf;mdfithtratwaysskptinav8st(undershirt).nothingmocr, 

8WMgltSS 

Churchill stayed up n@h* talking to the president until about 

290 API. Rwsevek wwld attempt to put in no-1 &ng days, 

but Churchill. according to comem9onv npoa spentawe 
part of the day “hurling hhnseff viokndy in and out of bed, bsthing 

at unsu&blc momentsandrushingupanddowncorridoninhis 

dress& gown.” If there hadn’t been a war to win. Ekanor would 
have kicked him ‘outs The cigar on the bed is a “Super Churchill,” 

placed here for scale and not to suggest that the prime minister 

was careless about where he kft his smoldering cigar. 

The AtcMeauru~ Digest (December 1981) descfibed the Queen’s 

SittingRoomas”evokingastatelyyetfestivetone.”kenchfabric 
with a neoclassical me&&on design was installed during the Ken- 

nedy adminitcrrtion. A dnped dressing table is festooned with 

tasseled cord. The crown and scepter are just for fun. reminding 
the viewer that the White House replica descends from a long line 

of magnificent miniatures. including Queen Mary’s Do& House at 
Windsor Castle. 
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Movie Theater in 
East Colonnade 

tnjuty 1942RWdentWinR oosevettofdefed the white 
.House darkroom, touted in the east colonnade, converted irno a 
moviethutet.ht)uttimeon,drcWhictHouschu)#dno 
pemmnent coatmom, but evwy first ihily woutd probabIy agree 

that having a personal movie tkatet is better. In any case, drt 

space stilf serves as the.#mporuy CoatrDom. 

As early as t933, Roosevek was receiving newsreeJ footage 
of impomt presidential activitk. Thepfesidentakowastent 
copies of films made by 1Cowmm+magenciesand,oncethewu 
began, many of the propaganda films. Punily and friends have 

probably used the theatef far more than the pr#iti especWy 

since the White House also has ahvays had access to feature films. 

Margaret Truman was delighted to kam that she coutd ask 
for a viewing of any Hollywood movie, new or old, at any time she 

~ind.tt~nportcdduts~#w~CvoriccfhcSabrktPimpcr-

nef, sixteen times. Mamie Eisenhower, like many Amerkan women 

inthe t9SOs,enjoyedwauhingrnwvieonaSa~yrfrcmoon. 

She was paniculariy fond of sharing tk sixty-five-seat theater wkh 

her young grandchildren. Her husband, too, watched many movies 
there. Presidents Gner and Reagan normally waited until they 

were resting at Gmp David to savor Hdwood’s latest offerings. 
hident Cl&on’s “favorite cukurrl activity,” noted the New York 

TimesonMarch23,1994,“seemstobeshowingmoviesatthe 
White House.” 


