2. MIGA Considers Political Contributions

Asearly as May 1994, the MIGA meetings had also turned to issues of politics and
money. The minutes of the May 18 meeting reflect — for the first time — discussion by the
membership of political contributions. Similarly, the agenda for the June 1994 meeting reflects
that MIGA lobbyists were slated to discuss “recommendations on campaign contributions” and
“election strategy.”

McCarthy and other witnesses have disavowed any direct link between the Hudson casino
issue and the issue of political contributions at this tffhét the MIGA meeting held on Aug.
9, 1994, however, the Hudson casino issue and political support appear to be linked. Although
the Hudson proposal was not on the agenda for that meeting, the minutes reflect the following:

Mr. Kitto gave a report on issues with the state lobbying program. Candidates

need money. Randy Asunma made some comments on new challengers who are

running for the first time. Tom Anzelec made a brief report on the Wisconsin
Dog Track issue. Tom also commented on the state wide races that are upcoming.

Mr. McCarthy commented on the need for M.I.G.A. to develop policies on Who
and_Howto assist in the political arena. Mr. Kitto and Mr. McCarthy will
investigate a M.I.G.A. P.A.C.
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take aposition on thisissue." OIC Interview of Melissa Jampol, Nov. 18, 1998, at 1. Kohl
appeared to follow Jampol’s advice; he never took a position on Hudson. In addition, on Aug.
10, Rep. Steve Gunderson (R-Wis.), whose district included Hudson, had written to MAO
Director Homer requesting a copy of the conclusion she was to forward to the Indian Gaming
Management Staff in Washington. Around this time, some lobbyists also made their first
overtures to Wisconsin congressmen on Hudson, such as Mille Lac’s lobbyist Gerry Sikorski,
who called on Rep. David Obey’s (D-Wis.) chief of staff on Sept. 6, 1994.

McCarthy has acknowledged that when MIGA formed its political action committee
(PAC) later in 1994, it was done to help the tribes receive better recognition.
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